	Scope:

This policy applies to all MultiCare employees, volunteers and students.

	Policy Statement:

It is the policy of MultiCare Health System to protect patients from health-care-acquired pathogens that may be carried on the hands of employees and to protect employees from pathogens that may be carried by patients, whether diagnosed or not, as well as chemicals and physical hazards.  Directors, managers, and supervisors are responsible for communicating and enforcing this policy.  They should use the usual progressive guidance procedures for non-compliance.

	Procedure: 

I. Employees May Not Wear Artificial Nails if They:

A. Give direct patient care

B. Perform decontamination activities

C. Work with soiled or clean linens

D. Prepare sterile admixtures 

E. Handle sterile supplies outside of the primary shipping container

F. Handle or prepare food

G. Routinely wear protective gloves for any reason

II. The Following Apply to Natural Nails:

A. Keep natural nails short (may not extend beyond the tip of the finger) and trimmed to prevent snagging

B. Nail polish that is not chipped or cracked is permitted except in operating areas

III.   Hand Jewelry
A.  Limit hand jewelry for employees in the categories described above to 
    one or two rings

B.  Wear rings with low settings to prevent glove tearing

C. Limit wrist jewelry to a watch and, if necessary, a Medic Alert bracelet

IV.    Definitions:

A.  Employees: Anyone employed by MHS, as well as volunteers and 
 
    students

B.  Natural nails: Grow on the individual

C.  Artificial nails: Any products not growing from the body, applied to 
  
    the existing nail area other than nail polish

D. Decontamination activities: Include cleaning the environment; handling or cleaning used instruments, contaminated supplies and linen; handling waste, etc.

E. Protective gloves: Gloves worn to prevent exposing employees to potentially hazardous substances, including blood and body fluids, chemicals, physical hazards, etc.
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